
C o n t e n t s

Lis t  bas ics 
Pa rag raphs  i n  l i s t s 
Cont inuing  a  l i s t  i t em af te r  a  sub- i tem 
Chang ing  the  l i s t  type 
Ext ra  indenta t ion  of  l i s t s 
Spec i fy ing  a  s ta r t ing  va lue 
Compar i son  wi th  a  t ab le 
Mult i -column bul le ted l i s t 
Mul t i -co lumn numbered  l i s t 
S t reaml ined  s ty le  or  hor izonta l  s ty le 
T a b l e s 
Chang ing  unorde red  l i s t s  t o  o rde red  ones 

L i s t  b a s i c s

CodexWiki  offers  three types of  l is ts .  O r d e r e d  l i s t s,  u n o r d e r e d  l i s t s,  a n d  
d e f i n i t i o n  l i s t s.  In  the  fo l lowing sec t ions ,  ordered  l i s t s  a re  used  for  examples .
Unordered  l i s t s  would  g ive  cor responding  resu l t s .  

w i k i t e x t r e n d e r i n g  

* Lists are easy to do:
** start every line
* with a star
** more stars mean
*** deeper levels

Lis ts  a re  easy  to  do:  
s t a r t  every  l ine  

w i th  a  s t a r  
m o r e  s t a r s  m e a n  

deepe r  l eve l s  

*A newline
*in a list  
marks the end of the list.
Of course
*you can
*start again.

A newline  
in a  l is t  

marks  the  end  of  the  l i s t .  Of
c o u r s e  

you  can  
s t a r t  a g a i n .  

# Numbered lists are good
## very organized
## easy to follow

N u m b e r e d  l i s t s  a r e
g o o d  

ve ry  o rgan ized  1 .
easy to fol low 2 .

1 .

* You can also
**break lines
**like this

You can also 
b reak  l i nes  
l ike  this  
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; Definition lists
; item : definition
; semicolon plus term
: colon plus definition

Defini t ion l is ts

i t e m
def in i t ion

semico lon  p lus  t e rm

colon plus  def ini t ion

* Or create mixed lists
*# and nest them
*#* like this
*#*; definitions
*#*: work:
*#*; apple
*#*; banana
*#*: fruits

Or c rea te  mixed  l i s t s  
a n d  n e s t  t h e m  

l ike this  
def in i t ions

w o r k :

a p p l e

b a n a n a

f ru i t s

1 .

P a r a g r a p h s  i n  l i s t s

For  s impl ic i ty ,  l i s t  i t ems in  wiki  markup cannot  be  longer  than  a  paragraph.  A
fol lowing b lank l ine  wi l l  end  the  l i s t  and  rese t  the  counter  on  ordered  l i s t s .
Separa t ing  unordered  l i s t  i t ems  usua l ly  has  no  no t icab le  e f fec t s .  

Paragraphs  can  be  forced  in  l i s t s  by  us ing  HTML tags .  Two l ine  break
symbols ,  <br><br>,  wi l l  create  the  des i red effect .  So wi l l  enclos ing a l l  but  the
f i r s t  pa rag raph  wi th  <p>...</p> 

For  a  l i s t  wi th  i t ems  of  more  than  one  paragraph  long ,  add ing  a  b lank  l ine
be tween  i t ems  may  be  necessa ry  to  avo id  confus ion .  

C o n t i n u i n g  a  l i s t  i t e m  a f t e r  a  s u b - i t e m

In  HTML,  a  l i s t  i tem may conta in  severa l  subl i s t s ,  not  necessar i ly  adjacent ;
thus  there  may be  par t s  of  the  l i s t  i t em not  only  before  the  f i r s t  subl i s t ,  bu t
a lso  be tween subl i s t s ,  and  af te r  the  las t  one;  however ,  in  wiki -syntax ,  subl i s t s
fo l low the  same ru les  as  sec t ions  of  a  page:  the  only  poss ib le  par t  of  the  l i s t
i tem not  in  subl is ts  i s  before  the  f i rs t  subl is t .  

In  the  case  of  an  unnumbered f i rs t - level  l i s t  in  wiki text  code th is  l imi ta t ion can
be  overcome by  sp l i t t ing  the  l i s t  in to  mul t ip le  l i s t s ;  indented  tex t  be tween the
par t ia l  l i s t s  may visual ly  serve  as  par t  of  a  l i s t  i tem af ter  a  subl is t ;  however ,
th is  may g ive ,  depending  on  CSS,  a  b lank l ine  before  and  af te r  each  l i s t ,  in
which case ,  for  uni formi ty ,  every  f i rs t - level  l i s t  i tem could  be  made a  separa te
l ist .  

Numbered  l i s t s  i l lus t ra te  tha t  what  should  look l ike  one  l i s t  may,  for  the
sof tware ,  cons is t  o f  mul t ip le  l i s t s ;  unnumbered  l i s t s  g ive  a  cor responding
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resu l t ,  except  tha t  the  problem of  res ta r t ing  wi th  1  i s  no t  appl icab le .  

<ol>
  <li>list item A1
    <ol>
      <li>list item B1</li>
      <li>list item B2</li>
    </ol>continuing list item A1
  </li>
  <li>list item A2</li>
</ol>

l is t  i tem A1 
l i s t  i tem B11 .
l i s t  i tem B22 .

cont inuing l i s t  i tem A1 

1 .

l is t  i tem A22 .

v s .  

#list item A1
##list item B1
##list item B2
#:continuing list item A1
#list item A2

l is t  i tem A1 
l is t  i tem B1 1 .
l is t  i tem B2 2 .

1 .

cont inuing l i s t  i tem A12 .

l is t  i tem A2 3 .

One  leve l  deeper ,  wi th  a  subl i s t  i t em cont inuing  af te r  a  sub-subl i s t ,  one  ge ts
even more  blank l ines ;  however ,  the  cont inuat ion of  the  f i rs t - level  l i s t  i s  not
a f fec ted :  

#list item A1
##list item B1
###list item C1
##:continuing list item B1
##list item B2
#list item A2

g ives  

l is t  i tem A1 
l is t  i tem B1 

l i s t  i tem C1 1 .
1 .

cont inuing  l i s t  i tem B12 .

l is t  i tem B2 3 .

1 .

l is t  i tem A2 2 .

See  a l so  subdiv i s ions.  

C h a n g i n g  t h e  l i s t  t y p e

The l i s t  type  (which  type  of  marker  appears  before  the  l i s t  i t em)  can  be
changed  in  CSS by  se t t ing  the  l is t-style-type p rope r ty :  

w i k i t e x t r e n d e r i n g  
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<ol style="list-style-type:lower-roman">
  <li>About the author</li>
  <li>Foreword to the first edition</li>
  <li>Foreword to the second edition</li>
</ol>

Abou t  t he
a u t h o r

i .

F o r e w o r d
t o  t h e
f i r s t
ed i t i on

ii.

F o r e w o r d
t o  t h e
s e c o n d
ed i t i on

iii.

E x t r a  i n d e n t a t i o n  o f  l i s t s

In  a  numbered  l i s t  in  a  l a rge  fon t ,  some browsers  do  no t  show more  than  two
digi t s ,  unless  ext ra  indenta t ion  i s  appl ied  ( i f  there  are  mul t ip le  columns:  for
each  co lumn) .  This  can  be  done  wi th  CSS:  

ol { margin-left: 2cm}

or  a l ternat ively ,  l ike  below.  

w i k i t e x t r e n d e r i n g  c o m m e n t s  

:#abc
:#def
:#ghi
 

a b c1 .

d e f1 .

g h i1 .

A l i s t  of  one  or  more  l ines  s tar t ing  wi th  a  colon crea tes  a  defini t ion l is t
wi thout  def in i t ion  te rms ,  and  wi th  the  i tems as  def in i t ion  descr ip t ions ,
hence  indented .  However ,  i f  the  colons  are  in  f ront  of  the  codes  "*"  or  "#"  of
an  unordered  or  o rdered  l i s t ,  the  l i s t  i s  t rea ted  as  one  def in i t ion  descr ip t ion ,
so  the  whole  l i s t  i s  indented .  

<ul>
  <ol>
    <li>abc</li>
    <li>def</li>
    <li>ghi</li>
  </ol>
</ul>

a b c1 .
d e f2 .
g h i3 .

MediaWiki  t rans la tes  an  unordered l i s t  (u l )  wi thout  any l i s t  i tems ( l i )  in to  a
div  wi th  a  style="margin-left: 2em",  caus ing  inden ta t ion  o f  the  con ten t s .
This  is  t h e  m o s t  v e r s a t i l e  m e t h o d,  a s  i t  a l lows  s ta r t ing  wi th  a  number
o the r  than  1 ,  see  be low.  

<ul>
#abc
#def
#ghi
</ul>

a b c  1 .
d e f  2 .
g h i  3 .

Like  above,  wi th  the  content  of  the  "unordered  l i s t  wi thout  any l i s t  i tems" ,
which  i t se l f  i s  an  ordered  l i s t ,  expressed  wi th  #  codes .  The  HTML produced ,
and  hence  the  render ing ,  i s  the  same .  Th i s  i s  the  r e c o m m e n d e d m e t h o d
when  no t  s t a r t i ng  wi th  a  number  o the r  t han  1 .  
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To demons t ra te  tha t  a l l  th ree  methods  show a l l  d ig i t s  o f  3 -d ig i t  numbers ,  see  
L i s t  demo.  

S p e c i f y i n g  a  s t a r t i n g  v a l u e

Specifying a  s tar t ing value  is  only  poss ible  wi th  HTML syntax.  (W3C has
d e p r e c a t e d  t h e  start a n d  value a t t r ibu tes  as  used  be low in  HTML 4 .01  and
XHTML 1 .0 .  But  as  of  2007 ,  no  popular  web browsers  implement  CSS
coun te r s ,  wh ich  were  to  r ep lace  these  a t t r ibu tes .  Wik imedia  p ro jec t s  use
XHTML Trans i t iona l ,  which  conta ins  the  depreca ted  a t t r ibu tes . )  

<ol start="9">
<li>Amsterdam</li>
<li>Rotterdam</li>
<li>The Hague</li>
</ol>

g ives  

A m s t e r d a m9 .
R o t t e r d a m1 0 .
T h e  H a g u e1 1 .

Or :  

<ol>
<li value="9">Amsterdam</li>
<li value="8">Rotterdam</li>
<li value="7">The Hague</li>
</ol>

g ives  

A m s t e r d a m9 .
R o t t e r d a m8 .
T h e  H a g u e7 .

C o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  a  t a b l e

Apar t  f rom prov id ing  au tomat ic  number ing ,  the  numbered  l i s t  a l so  a l igns  the
conten ts  o f  the  i t ems ,  comparab le  wi th  us ing  tab le  syn tax :  

{|
|-
| align=right |  9.||Amsterdam
|-
| align=right | 10.||Rotterdam
|-
| align=right | 11.||The Hague
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|}

g ives  

9 . A m s t e r d a m  
1 0 . R o t t e r d a m  
1 1 . T h e  H a g u e  

Th is  non-au tomat ic  number ing  has  the  advan tage  tha t  i f  a  t ex t  r e fe r s  to  the
numbers ,  inse r t ion  o r  de le t ion  o f  an  i t em does  no t  d i s tu rb  the  cor respondence .  

M u l t i - c o l u m n  b u l l e t e d  l i s t

{| 
| 
*1
*2 
| 
*3
*4
|}

gives :  

1  
2  

3  
4  

M u l t i - c o l u m n  n u m b e r e d  l i s t

Speci fy ing a  s tar t ing  va lue  i s  useful  for  a  numbered l i s t  wi th  mul t ip le  columns,
to  avoid  res tar t ing  f rom one  in  each  column.  As  ment ioned above ,  th is  i s  only
possible  wi th  HTML-syntax ( for  the  f i rs t  column ei ther  wiki-syntax or
HTML-syntax  can  be  used) .  

In  combina t ion  wi th  the  ex t ra  indenta t ion  expla ined  in  the  prev ious  sec t ion :  

{| valign="top"
|-
|<ul><ol start="125"><li>a<li>bb<li>ccc</ol></ul>
|<ul><ol start="128"><li>ddd<li>ee<li>f</ol></ul>
|}

g ives  

a1 2 5 .
b b1 2 6 .
c c c  1 2 7 .

d d d1 2 8 .
e e1 2 9 .
f  1 3 0 .
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Using  {{ t im}}  the  computa t ion  o f  t he  s t a r t i ng  va lues  can  be  au tomated ,  and
only  the  f i r s t  s t a r t ing  va lue  and  the  number  o f  i t ems  in  each  co lumn excep t  the
las t  has  to  be  spec i f ied .  Adding  an  i tem to ,  or  removing  an  i tem f rom a  co lumn
requ i res  ad jus t ing  on ly  one  number ,  the  number  o f  i t ems  in  tha t  co lumn,
ins tead  o f  chang ing  the  s t a r t ing  numbers  fo r  a l l  subsequen t  co lumns .  

{{Multi-column numbered list}}

g ives  

{{Mul t i - co lumn numbered  l i s t}}  

{{Multi-column numbered list}}

g ives  

{{Mul t i - co lumn numbered  l i s t}}  

{{Multi-column numbered list}}

g ives  

{{Mul t i - co lumn numbered  l i s t}}  

{{Multi-column numbered list}}

g ives  

{{Mul t i - co lumn numbered  l i s t}}  

S t r e a m l i n e d  s t y l e  o r  h o r i z o n t a l  s t y l e

I t  i s  a l so  poss ib le  to  present  shor t  l i s t s  us ing  very  bas ic  format t ing ,  such as :  

''Title of list:'' example 1, example 2, example 3

Title of list: example  1 ,  example  2 ,  example  3  

This  s ty le  requi res  l ess  space  on  the  page ,  and  i s  p re fe r red  i f  there  a re  on ly  a
few ent r ies  in  the  l i s t ,  i t  can  be  read  eas i ly ,  and a  d i rec t  edi t  poin t  i s  not
requ i red .  The  l i s t  i t ems  should  s ta r t  wi th  a  lowercase  l e t t e r  un less  they  a re
p r o p e r  n o u n s .  

T a b l e s

A one-column table  is  very s imilar  to  a  l is t ,  but  i t  a l lows sort ing.  I f  the wiki text
i t se l f  i s  a l ready  sor ted  wi th  the  same sor tkey ,  th i s  advantage  does  not  apply .  A
mul t ip le-column table  a l lows sor t ing  on  any column.  

See  a l so  en :Wikiped ia :When to  use  t ab les.  
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See  a l so  en :Wikiped ia :When to  use  t ab les.  

C h a n g i n g  u n o r d e r e d  l i s t s  t o  o r d e r e d  o n e s

With  the  CSS 

ul { list-style: decimal }

unordered  l i s t s  a re  changed  to  o rdered  ones .  Th i s  app l ies  (as  fa r  a s  the  CSS
selector  does  not  res t r ic t  th is )  to  a l l  u l - l i s ts  in  the  HTML source  code:  

those  p roduced  wi th  *  
those  wi th  <u l>  in  the  wik i t ex t  
t hose  p roduced  by  the  sys t em 

S ince  each  spec ia l  page ,  l i ke  o the r  pages ,  has  a  c l a s s  based  on  the  pagename ,
one  can  separa te ly  spec i fy  fo r  each  type  whe ther  the  l i s t s  shou ld  be  o rdered ,
s e e  He lp :Use r  con t r ibu t ions a n d  He lp :What  l inks  he re.  

However ,  i t  does  no t  seem poss ib le  to  make  a l l  page  h i s to ry  l i s t s  o rdered
(un le s s  one  makes  all l i s t s  o rde red) ,  because  the  c l a s s  name  i s  based  on  the
page  for  which  the  h is tory  i s  v iewed.  

Th i s  page  i s  covered  under  GNU Free  Documen ta t ion  L icense
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